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Technology changes, but campaigns remain pretty much the same

Politics fluctuate like tides

We are rapidly approaching 
the midterm election, and it 
has been interesting to note the 
similarities in this election to 
those of the past. 

I cast my first vote in 1946 
and have voted in each elec-
tion — primary and general 
— since that date for which I 
have been eligible. In almost 
every election there have been 
charges and counter charges. 
Technology has changed the 
way campaigns are run, but the 
basic elements remain the same.

In the midterm elections, the 
party out of power generally 
gains seats in Congress with no-
table exceptions being 1934 and 
2002. All the indicators seem 
to be that this year the rule will 

be followed. I never cease to be 
amazed at the clichés and slo-
gans that are created. One of 
the most popular now is that 
the government does not cre-
ate jobs. With this I vehemently 
disagree. 

First, the Constitution created 
three branches of government at 
the federal level. This includes 
the military, and anyone who has 
ever served in any branch knows 

how much work is involved. 
Without going into other federal 
branches, there are millions of 
people who perform necessary 
labors. At the state and local lev-
els, we have policemen, firemen, 
teachers, road workers and oth-
ers too numerous to list. Even 
in the civilian or private sector 
there are countless jobs created 
to take care of the work created 
by government. To list a few, 
those who are on Medicare have 
their claims processed by private 
insurance companies. 

There are countless civilians 
employed on military bases 
such as Hill Air Force Base. 
While people such as Rep. 
Rob Bishop decry government 
spending, they go ballistic if 

there is any rumor of reducing 
the activities or closing down 
the base. 

The space program depends 
a great deal on private enter-
prise and contributes a consid-
erable amount to the economy 
of this state.

No government — federal or 
local — is perfect, and no one 
claims they are. But I, for one, 
prefer order to chaos, which I 
believe would occur if we had 
no government.

Another point: In the 2008 
election, then-candidate 
Barack Obama was criticized 
for remarks made by his pas-
tor. In a recent story in the 
Washington Post, the pastor 
of Nevada Republican Senate 

candidate Sharron Angle 
criticized Sen. Harry Reid 
for belonging to a “cult.” The 
pastor’s words, as expressed 
to The Associated Press were, 
“the Nevada Democrat (Harry 
Reid) has devoted his politi-
cal career to advancing the in-
terests of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints.” 

Wow! Maybe Harry Reid is 
not the ogre many have painted 
him to be.

Whichever way you believe, 
cast your vote. If you don’t, 
don’t complain if things do not 
go the way you want.

Ira Whitlock is a St. George 
resident and a member of The 
Spectrum & Daily News Writers 
Group.

I’m cautious about the con-
ventional wisdom that the 
Democratic Party is about to 
get flattened by a Republican 
steamroller. Pollsters are less 
certain than they’d like you to 
believe about who’s a “likely 
voter” and who isn’t. It’s easy to 
imagine how Democrats, facing 
near-unanimous predictions of 
a wipeout, could bestir them-
selves to narrow the enthusiasm 
gap by just enough to turn a 
potential “wave” election into a 
regular midterm setback for the 
party in power.

Then again, Democrats might 
react to the prospect of big losses 
by pulling the blanket over their 
heads and going back to sleep. If 
this happens, Republicans could 
plausibly win not just the House 
but the Senate as well. America 
will have sent Washington a 
message — and Washington will 
go on, basically, with business as 
usual.

The conservatives and tea 
party activists who believe they’re 
going to fundamentally change 
the relationship between citizens 
and their government will be-
come just as disillusioned as the 
progressives and independents 
who believed they were funda-
mentally changing that relation-
ship in 2008. Two years from 
now, we might well be looking at 
yet another wave flowing in the 
opposite direction. Our politics 
have become tidal.

Let’s begin with the central 
argument that the Republicans, 
and especially the tea party 
people, have been making: that 
the federal government, espe-
cially under President Obama, 
is grotesquely large and tyran-
nically intrusive.

If the GOP takes control of 

one or both houses of Congress, 
voters will expect action to 
cut the federal beast down to 
size. All right, the 2010 budget 
was about $3.5 trillion. Where 
should the dragon-slayers begin 
to make meaningful cuts?

If you add up all the items 
generally thought of as man-
datory — Social Security, 
Medicare, Medicaid, unemploy-
ment benefits, interest on the 
national debt — you’ve already 
spent about two-thirds of the to-
tal. Add in the $667 billion spent 
for defense, which Republicans 
hold as sacrosanct, and you’ve 
spent four-fifths of the budget. 
This leaves just one-fifth for “dis-
cretionary” programs, many of 
which aren’t discretionary at all. 
I doubt many Americans would 
want to risk going without food 
inspection, say, or air traffic con-
trol, or the FBI.

It’s true, though, that we 
can’t continue to run huge defi-
cits — for 2010, an estimated 
$1.3 trillion, according to the 
Congressional Budget Office. 
There are two ways to close 
the gap. One of them, raising 
taxes, is anathema to today’s 
GOP and has been ruled out by 
party leaders. The other, slash-
ing expenditures, would mean 
taking an ax to entitlements. 
Republicans, looking ahead to 
the 2012 presidential campaign, 
aren’t going to do anything but 
pretend to nip at the edges.

OK, if the revolutionaries of 

the right aren’t likely to make a 
serious attempt to get the federal 
budget under control — and, re-
ally, anyone who refuses even to 
discuss raising taxes isn’t serious 
— then at least they can reverse 
some of what Obama has done, 
right? No, not really.

The president will still have 
veto power, which makes the 
whole “undo Obama” thing 
moot. But set this aside for a 
moment. Look at the presi-
dent’s most controversial ac-
complishment, health care 
reform. Republicans vow to 
repeal it. But in their “Pledge to 
America” manifesto, they prom-
ise to replace the system they 
call “Obamacare” with elements 
of “Obamacare” that the GOP 
seeks to rebrand. For example, 
Republicans say they want to 
prohibit insurance companies 
from denying coverage due to 
pre-existing conditions — just as 
the president’s reform package 
already does. But they want to 
do this without a mandate com-
pelling Americans to buy health 
insurance, and without that man-
date the figures don’t add up.

Here’s the real question: 
Would Republicans in charge of 
one or both houses of Congress 
work with the Obama admin-
istration or simply obstruct it 
at every turn? If they choose 
the former, true believers will 
accuse them of aiding and abet-
ting the enemy. If the latter, 
they open themselves to charges 
of playing politics at a time 
when the nation can ill afford 
such foolishness.

That’s the thing about elec-
toral waves: They crash on the 
perilous shores of reality.

Contact Eugene Robinson at 
eugenerobinson@washpost.com. 

Fluoride in water 
would benefit many

As a retired dentist, my life expe-
rience is an example of why fluoride 
is beneficial. I was born in Logan in 
1929. At that time there was no such 
thing as fluoride in the water, unless 
it occurred naturally. At an early age 
I started getting cavities. Due to the 
Depression and money being tight I 
was losing my teeth. 

My children could have inher-
ited my “soft teeth,” however, as a 
dentist and researcher I recognized 
the benefits of fluoride. Fortunately 
we lived in a city that provided 
fluoride in the water. Two of my 
children were born with this ben-
efit; my oldest was not so my wife 
took fluoride tablets when she was 
pregnant. My children’s teeth are 
far better than mine ever were. 

Everyone can benefit from 
fluoride in the water — children, 
adults, and underprivileged who 
may not be able to afford topi-
cal treatments to prevent cavities. 
Fluoride in the water has been 
proven to be beneficial in the re-
duction of cavities and also proven 
to have no harmful effects. 

In response to the comment 
“that those who want fluoride 
can go to their dentist” the oppo-
site can be that those who do not 
want fluoride in their water can 
install a filter to remove it from 
their tap water. 

Dr. Joseph Clayton, ST. GEORGE

Democrats can’t run 
on their records

If the Democrats were proud of 
their records they would be run-
ning on them, not from them and 
then trying to muddy the waters by 
bad mouthing their challengers.

Consider what has already been 
passed: health care we cannot pay 
for and didn’t want that has very lit-
tle to do with health care and is all 
about control, TARP bailouts that 
were $800 billion, and there is no 
such thing as “too big to fail,” and 
that includes governments. 

Cap and trade, if passed, will 
put us back to Third World status 
when all of our jobs go to China. 
An energy policy that will increase 
our dependence on foreign oil 
from 60 percent to 70 percent will 
go to 90 percent or more, a foreign 
policy that spits in the face of our 
allies and coddles our enemies. 

It will be a total failure to deal 

with securing our borders not just 
to illegal immigrants but to ter-
rorists as well, because they want 
reform on their terms only. That 
would include a 20 million to 30 
million people increase to health 
care we can’t afford, not to mention 
the drain on other public services, 
additional welfare, rewarding law 
breaking and their favorite, up to 
30 million new Democratic voters.

John Williams, ST. GEORGE

Matheson shouldn’t 
be linked to Pelosi

I am disappointed to see the 
“Matheson = Pelosi” campaign 
signs on the road. I think they are 
insulting to our intelligence as 
Utah voters who know who Jim 
Matheson is and what he stands for. 

The fact is that Jim Matheson is 
a very conservative Democrat who 
has Utah values and knows who 
he represents. Jim Matheson has 
represented Utah energetically and 
thoughtfully. He has stated his views 
are not Pelosi’s, and he is open to vot-
ing for other candidates for House 
speaker closer to his own views. 

Let’s hear about the real issues 
for Utah and not make Utah a part 
of the “fire Pelosi” campaign.

Kent McDonald, ST. GEORGE

Help people who  
stutter find assistance

If speech therapy was good 
enough for King George VI, it’s 
good enough for us.

With the release of the new 
movie “The King’s Speech,” it’s a 
great time to highlight International 
Stuttering Awareness Day, which 
is today, and let readers know that 
there are speech-language patholo-
gists in their area who specialize in 
helping people who stutter.

The nonprofit Stuttering 
Foundation provides a free list of lo-
cal therapists at www.stutteringhelp.
org  or information is available at 
(800) 992-9392.

The same dread King George 
VI felt about speaking in public 
was also felt by the group’s founder, 
Malcolm Fraser, and many others 
in the 1930s and ’40s. However, to-
day’s research shows that stuttering 
does indeed have a biological cause 
and can be effectively treated. 

Thank you for helping us 
reach those who stutter in your 
community.

Jane Fraser, WASHINGTON, D.C.

Utah’s national parks are filled with dramatic 
scenic views and some of the best hiking trails in 
the entire world. Zion National Park, it could be 
argued, is the jewel in an entire crown of natural 
wonders.

But national parks also can be dangerous 
places because of natural hazards that demand 
visitors’ respect.

Those hazards are the focus of a new study 
about Zion published by the Utah Geologic 
Survey. The main goal of the study is to assist park 
managers as they map out the future of Zion.

The study focused on high-use areas of the 
park — Zion and Kolob canyons, Kolob Terrace 
and the Zion-Mount Carmel Highway corridor. 
The findings provided the basis of maps that 
show areas subject to flooding, rock falls, land-
slides and erosion, among other hazards. The 
plan is for park managers to use the information 
as they plan out improvements in an effort to 
keep the more than 2.5 million visitors each year 
to Zion safe.

Unfortunately, the hazards noted in the study 

have caused injuries and deaths. Eight people 
have died from flooding since 1950. Rock falls 
have killed three more. And heavy rains with 
the corresponding run-off and debris flows have 
damaged park facilities numerous times over the 
years.

On a much rarer — yet unforgettable — scale, 
Zion officials also must consider the possibility of 
an earthquake. Many geologic experts note that a 
magnitude 6.5 to 7.0 earthquake is possible in the 
area, so improvements in the park also must take 
into account the possibility of collapsible soils as 
well as significant rock slides.

The study will allow park officials to plan 
where to place new amenities and how those fea-
tures should be constructed. Those same officials 
also will have a much better idea of areas within 
Zion National Park that are more susceptible to 
damage than others.

All of those factors, when placed together, 
should make Zion as safe as possible to en-
joy some of this world’s most amazing natural 
wonders.

Zion study
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Letters
E-mail: opinions@

thespectrum.com
We welcome your 

comments on editorials, 

columns, other topics 

in The Spectrum or any 

subjects important to 

you. Only submissions 

that include name,  

address and day and 

evening phone num-

bers, and that are veri-

fied by The Spectrum, 

can be considered for 

publication.

Letters must be 200 

or fewer words. All sub-

missions may be edited 

for length, accuracy and 

clarity.  

Letters are limited to 

one published per 

writer every 30 days. 

All submissions to The 

Spectrum & Daily News, 

including letters to the 

editor, editorial columns, 

articles and vents, may 

be published or distrib-

uted in print, electronic 

or other forms.

The Vent
E-mail: vent@ 

thespectrum.com
Special Phone 

Line: 435-673-8368.
Submissions are pub-

lished each Saturday. 

Names of individuals or 

businesses will not be 

published. The deadline 

is noon Thursdays. All 

submissions are subject 

to editing, and the 

newspaper can refuse 

publication for any rea-

son. Entries should be 

100 words or less. Please 

remember to be civil.

The Writers 
Group

This group of 20 writ-

ers is comprised of local 

residents. They write 

once every four weeks.

You can submit 
and view  

editorials,  
letters and  

columns online at 
thespectrum.com 

F R I D A Y  •  1 0 . 2 2 . 1 0  •  P A G E  A 6

E D I T O R I A L  B O A R D

Donnie Welch President & Publisher

Todd Seifert Editor

Jennifer Weaver Cedar City Bureau Chief

Ed Kociela Local News Editor

Gloria Bertram Employee Representative

Jim Watson Community Representative

The Spectrum & Daily News will protect First Amendment rights, enhance the free flow of information  

and provide information necessary to the informed practice of citizenship.
OPINION

THE SPECTRUM & DAILY NEWS           T H E S P E C T R U M . C O M

Ira  
Whitlock

The
Writers 
Group

Eugene 
Robinson

Washington Post


